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NQ Verification 2017–18 
Key Messages Round 2 

Section 1: Verification group information 

Verification group name: Practical Cake Craft  

Verification event/visiting 
information 

Visiting Verification 

Date published: June 2018 

 

National courses/units verified: 

X838 75 National 5 Practical Cake Craft 

 

Section 2: Comments on assessment 

Assessment approaches 

All centres used the SQA course assessment task dated August 2017 (version 

1.0) to assess all candidates. Marking instructions provided details of how marks 

should be distributed for each task in stage 2. Candidate marks had been applied 

effectively in most instances. Most centres have built up a bank of specialist 

equipment and resources to encourage learning in application and finishing 

techniques.    

Assessment judgements 

Visiting verifiers noted that centres’ awarding of marks was reliable and 

acceptable in most instances. Centre assessors were marking to national 

standards and most assessors had made effective use of the marking information 

supplied. In some instances marks were generous for the application of some of 

the finishing techniques. Verifiers provided guidance and advice in these 

instances to support a consistent approach. Reference was made to each 

specific technique listed within the SQA Marking Instructions document. Assessor 

comments /justification against marks provided useful and constructive feedback 

to candidates.  
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03 Section 3: General comments 
Centre reports suggested that there was very good evidence of personalisation 

and choice. Candidates had chosen a wide range of cake designs and styles 

and, in most instances, these were executed to a very good standard. However, 

not all candidates attempted five finishing techniques, and this limited the number 

of marks they could access. 

 

Most centres provided a brief commentary in the assessment record to explain 

why the selected marks had been awarded.  

 

Some centres supplied thorough and detailed evidence of internal verification 

having taken place, specifically cross marking. However, where there are issues 

with leniency/inconsistency in judging evidence, the centre should review its 

application of the process for it to be more effective. The centre could also refer 

to the SQA Internal Verification Toolkit.   

 

The SQA Understanding Standards event, course support notes, and webinar 

information continue to be informative and helpful.   

 

 


